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INTRODUCTION

Words Shape Worlds

Every generation lives inside a vocabulary. The words a people trust become the walls
of the house they live in: they decide what can be thought, what can be hoped for, and
what is quietly ruled out. That is why the brand behind this study speaks of sentential
words, words weighed and deliberately chosen, and why it insists that words shape

worlds.

But if words shape worlds, then the question that matters most is not simply which words we use. It
is which word has the final say. In a crowded marketplace of ideas, many voices offer principles for
living. Some come from Scripture. Some come from philosophy. Some come from experience. And

some come wrapped in the language of ancient mystery, promising hidden keys to the universe.

One of the most influential of those voices in the last hundred years is a small book called The
Kybalion. Its seven “Hermetic principles” circulate widely today in self-development circles, often
quoted beside Bible verses as though the two came from the same well. Because the words Hermetic
and hermeneutic look and sound so alike, many readers assume they belong together. This study

separates them, examines each fairly, and then asks how a believer should weigh them.

THE CENTRAL SAYING

Hermeneutics examines what the WORD reveals.
Philosophy explores what the mind conceives.

Observation considers what experience demonstrates.

Wisdom discerns how these understandings should influence the life we live.

These four lines are more than a slogan. They describe four distinct ways of knowing, and they
arrange them in an order of authority. Revelation comes first, because it is the one source of
knowledge that does not originate with us. Philosophy and observation follow as real but limited
tools, because the mind can conceive what is false and experience can be misread. Wisdom comes
last, not because it matters least, but because it is the art of applying everything above it to an

actual life.
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THESIS

Hermetic principles and biblical hermeneutics share a root name but answer different
questions. The seven principles of The Kybalion (Mentalism, Correspondence, Vibration,
Polarity, Rhythm, Cause and Effect, and Gender) describe what the mind conceives about
reality. Hermeneutics disciplines how we receive what the Word reveals. Philosophy and
observation can sharpen our thinking, but they must be weighed by Scripture and applied
through wisdom, so that the many ideas competing to shape our world are measured

against “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” Words shape worlds; the Word judges them.

The study unfolds in eight movements. After defining the two key terms (Section 1), it traces the
true origin and modern use of The Kybalion (Section 2). It then states each of the seven principles
fairly and examines it through the four lenses of the central saying (Section 3). Section 4 lays out
the core principles of biblical hermeneutics, with word studies in Hebrew and Greek. Section 5
turns to the brand’s foundation in Ephesians 4:4-6. Section 6 offers practical wisdom for readers

who meet Hermetic ideas in daily life, and the conclusion returns to the central saying.
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SECTION 1

Two Words That Sound Alike

Hermetic

The word Hermetic refers to the tradition associated with Hermes Trismegistus, “Thrice-Great
Hermes,” a legendary sage formed in the Greco-Egyptian world by blending the Greek messenger-
god Hermes with the Egyptian god of writing and wisdom, Thoth. A body of Greek writings
attributed to him, now called the Corpus Hermeticum, circulated in late antiquity. These are

dialogues in which Hermes teaches a disciple about God, the cosmos, the mind and the soul.

For centuries, Renaissance scholars believed these writings were extraordinarily old, perhaps older
than Moses. That belief collapsed in 1614, when the classical scholar Isaac Casaubon examined the
Greek style and content of the texts and showed that they belonged to the early centuries of the
Christian era, roughly the second and third centuries AD. Later scholars refined his dating, and
some argued that parts of the collection draw on older Egyptian ideas, but the basic conclusion has
held: the Hermetic writings are not a primeval revelation older than Scripture. They are products of

the late Hellenistic world.

The intervening story explains why the tradition still carries such prestige. After centuries of
obscurity in the Latin West, a manuscript of the Corpus Hermeticum reached Florence around 1460,
and the scholar Marsilio Ficino was asked to set aside his translation of Plato in order to translate
Hermes first, completing the work in 1463. Renaissance thinkers prized these writings as a prisca
theologia, an “ancient theology” that seemed to anticipate Christian teaching about a creative Word
and a Son of God. That apparent agreement with Scripture was precisely what made Casaubon’s
later dating so important: the resemblances were real, but they ran the other way. The Hermetic
authors were writing in a world where Christian, Jewish, Platonic and Egyptian ideas were already

mixing.

Over time, “Hermetic” also came to describe alchemy (the “Hermetic art”) and, in everyday
English, anything tightly sealed. A hermetically sealed jar is closed off from outside air; the image fits

a tradition that presented its knowledge as hidden and reserved for initiates.

Hermeneutic

Hermeneutics comes from the Greek verb épunede (hermeneuo), “to interpret, translate, or explain.”
Hermeneutics is the discipline of interpretation: the principles and methods by which readers
move from a text to its meaning. Every lawyer reading a statute, every historian reading a letter,

and every believer reading the Bible is doing hermeneutics, well or poorly.
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The ancient Greeks themselves sometimes connected hermeneuo with Hermes, the messenger who
carried and explained the words of the gods; Plato plays on that link in his dialogue Cratylus.
Modern language scholars treat the connection as uncertain. Either way, the shared sound is where

the resemblance ends.

HERMETIC PRINCIPLES BIBLICAL HERMENEUTICS

Ask: What is the hidden structure of reality, and how can ~ Ask: What did God say in this text, and what does it

the mind master it? mean for us?

Source: a 1908 book presenting itself as secret Source: Scripture, read in its context.

ancient teaching. Posture: submission to revealed and public

Posture: initiation into concealed knowledge. knowledge.

That last contrast deserves attention. The Hermetic tradition prizes what is sealed. The God of
Scripture speaks openly. Through Isaiah he declares that he did not speak in secret or in a dark
corner of the land (Isaiah 45:19), and Jesus told his accusers that he had taught openly in
synagogues and the temple, saying nothing in secret (John 18:20). Hermeneutics exists because

God’s word is meant to be understood, not guarded.
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SECTION 2

The Origin and Use of The Kybalion

What the book claims

The Kybalion: A Study of the Hermetic Philosophy of Ancient Egypt and Greece was published in Chicago
in 1908 by the Yogi Publication Society. Its title page credits no named author, only “Three
Initiates.” The book presents itself as a commentary on an ancient collection of Hermetic maxims
called “the Kybalion,” supposedly handed down orally from master to student since the days of
Hermes himself. It opens with a line that sets the tone for the whole work: “The lips of wisdom are

closed, except to the ears of Understanding.”

What the evidence shows

No ancient manuscript called “the Kybalion” has ever been found, and the seven principles,
arranged as the book arranges them, do not appear in the Corpus Hermeticum or other ancient
Hermetic writings. The book’s vocabulary and emphases instead match a much more recent
movement: the American New Thought movement of the late nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries, which taught that thought shapes health, fortune and circumstance.

The identity of the “Three Initiates” was debated for decades. Names such as Paul Foster Case and
Michael Whitty were suggested. The strongest and now widely accepted answer is William Walker
Atkinson (1862-1932), a Chicago lawyer turned prolific New Thought author and publisher.
Atkinson wrote under several pen names, including “Yogi Ramacharaka” and “Theron Q.
Dumont,” and his Yogi Publication Society issued the book. In 2011, religious historian Philip
Deslippe published The Kybalion: The Definitive Edition, whose introduction surveys the book’s
history and influence and argues that Atkinson was its sole author. Deslippe’s edition also printed
for the first time a later Atkinson manuscript, The Seven Cosmic Laws, which closely parallels the

Kybalion’s system.

OBSERVATION AT WORK

The gap between what The Kybalion claims and where it actually came from is itself a lesson
in discernment. A book that presents itself as timeless Egyptian wisdom turns out to be an
early twentieth-century American work. That does not automatically make every sentence in
it false. It does mean the book’s authority rests on its arguments, not on an ancient pedigree

it does not possess.
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How it is used today

The Kybalion has become one of the most widely read esoteric books of the last century. Its influence

runs through several streams:

o New Thought and positive-thinking literature. Atkinson had already written on the “law of
attraction” before 1908, and the Kybalion’s principles of Mentalism and Vibration became
staples of later self-help teaching, including the popular “manifestation” movement of the early
2000s.

« Esoteric and occult circles, where it serves as an accessible summary of “Hermetic” thought.

« Communities seeking spiritual self-determination. Deslippe documents that the book found
readers in groups ranging from New Thought congregations to Black Nationalist movements.

a

+ Social media and wellness culture, where phrases like “as above, so below,” “raise your

vibration,” and “everything is energy” circulate freely, usually detached from their source.

For a ministry committed to deliberate words, this matters. Many people who have never heard of

Atkinson repeat his ideas weekly. Discernment begins by knowing where those ideas came from.
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SECTION 3

The Seven Principles Through Four Lenses

Each principle below is first stated fairly, in the Kybalion’s own words where helpful (the 1908 text
is in the public domain). It is then examined through the four lenses of the central saying;:
(what Scripture reveals), (what the principle conceives philosophically),
(what observation shows), and (how it should, or should not, shape life).

I Mentalism
“THE ALL is MIND; The Universe is Mental.”

The principle. Ultimate reality, which the book calls “THE ALL,” is infinite living Mind, and the
universe is a mental creation existing within that Mind. Because our minds participate in it,

mastering thought is the key to mastering circumstance.

This is a form of philosophical idealism blended with panentheism: everything exists in

God as thought exists in a thinker. It is a serious philosophical position with a long history.

Scripture agrees that God is spirit (John 4:24), that all things came into being through his
creative Word (John 1:1-3), and that in him we live and move and exist (Acts 17:24-28). But
Scripture’s God is personal, not an impersonal “ALL.” He is distinct from what he made; creation is
his handiwork, not his thought-stuff (Genesis 1:1; Psalm 33:6-9). And reality is shaped by his word,

not ours (Hebrews 11:3).

Our thoughts clearly shape our choices, moods and relationships. They do not,

however, rearrange the physical world by mental force; experience consistently refuses that claim.

Keep the true insight: the mind matters enormously. Paul calls believers to be
transformed by the renewing of the mind (Romans 12:2) and to dwell on what is true and
honorable (Philippians 4:8). Reject the conclusion: we renew our minds in order to receive reality as

God defines it, not to create it.

Il Correspondence
“As above, so below; as below, so above.”

The principle. The same patterns repeat on every level of existence, physical, mental and spiritual,

so that by studying one plane we can understand the others.
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Reasoning by analogy is a genuine tool of thought, used in science, poetry and theology
alike.

Scripture also teaches that creation reflects its Maker. The heavens declare God’s glory
(Psalm 19:1-4), his invisible qualities are seen in what he made (Romans 1:20), and Jesus taught
believers to pray that God’s will be done on earth as in heaven (Matthew 6:10). Yet Scripture also
sets a limit: God’s thoughts and ways are higher than ours as the heavens are above the earth
(Isaiah 55:8-9). Creation points to God, but analogy cannot climb all the way up to him. He must
speak.

PUIIRIENe] Some patterns do recur across scales; many apparent correspondences, such as

those in astrology, do not survive careful testing.

Read creation as a signpost, not a codebook. Notice that “on earth as in heaven” is a

prayer for God’s will, not a technique for bending the heavens to ours.

IIT Vibration
“Nothing rests; everything moves; everything vibrates.”

The principle. All things, from matter to thought, are motion at differing rates of vibration. By

changing one’s mental “rate of vibration,” one can change one’s state and circumstances.
The idea echoes the ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus, for whom all things are in flux.

Modern physics does describe matter in terms of waves, fields and energy. But the
Kybalion was written before quantum mechanics matured, and its use of “vibration” for thoughts
and emotions is metaphor, not physics. When people today speak of “raising your vibration,” they

borrow scientific vocabulary for a claim science does not make.

Scripture locates the stability of all things not in a vibrating substance but in a Person:
Christ holds all things together (Colossians 1:16-17) and sustains everything by his powerful word

(Hebrews 1:3). Creation is not restless at its root; it rests in him.

Be honest about words. A believer who values sentential speech should not borrow the
authority of science for ideas science has not confirmed. Our hope is not a higher frequency; it is a
taithful Lord.

[V Polarity

“Everything is Dual; everything has poles ... all truths are but half-truths.”
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The principle. Opposites, such as hot and cold or love and hate, are really two ends of the same

thing, differing only in degree. By “polarizing” the mind, one can slide a state toward its opposite.

The observation that many qualities sit on a continuum (warm, warmer, hot) is
reasonable. The leap to “all truths are but half-truths” is not. That sentence, if true, would be only
half-true itself.

Scripture does not treat good and evil as two degrees of one substance. It pronounces woe
on those who call evil good and good evil (Isaiah 5:20), and it declares that God is light, with no
darkness in him at all (1 John 1:5). Evil is not light turned down low; it is a rebellion against the
light.

2eeadialies People do learn to redirect emotions, turning anger into resolve or fear into caution.

That is real, and worth learning.

Scripture’s version of that insight is stronger than the Kybalion’s: we are told to
overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21). That is not sliding a dial; it is a change of allegiance,

empowered by grace.

V  Rhythm
“Everything flows, out and in; everything has its tides ... rhythm compensates.”

The principle. All things move in cycles, rising and falling like a pendulum. The wise person learns

to “neutralize” the backward swing by rising above it mentally.
Life plainly has rhythms: day and night, seasons, sleep and work, grief and recovery.

Scripture honors those rhythms. There is a season for every activity under heaven
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8), and God promised that seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, would not cease
while the earth endures (Genesis 8:22). But Scripture’s history is not an endless pendulum. It
moves toward a goal: God’s plan to unite all things in Christ (Ephesians 1:9-10) and to make all
things new (Revelation 21:5).

Embrace your seasons, including Sabbath rest, rather than trying to mentally
“neutralize” them. Then remember that the seasons are going somewhere.

VI Cause and Effect

“Every Cause has its Effect; every Effect has its Cause ... Chance is but a name for Law not

recognized.”
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The principle. Nothing happens by chance. Everything follows law, and the masters learn to

become causes rather than effects.

This is the principle with the closest biblical echo. Paul warns that God is not mocked; a
person reaps what he sows (Galatians 6:7-8), and Proverbs is full of cause and consequence. But
two differences are decisive. First, Scripture’s order is governed by a personal God’s providence,
not an impersonal law. Second, the gospel announces something no law of causation can produce:
grace. God does not deal with us according to our sins (Psalm 103:10-12); the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life (Romans 6:23).

A strictly causal universe with no grace collapses into something like karma, where every

person ultimately gets exactly what they earn.

Sow deliberately, because sowing matters. But build your hope on grace, because no

one’s harvest is good enough to save them.

VII Gender
“Gender is in everything; everything has its Masculine and Feminine Principles.”

The principle. The Kybalion uses “gender” not mainly of men and women but of two cosmic
forces, one projective and one receptive, whose interaction generates everything, including thought
itself.

This is a metaphysical claim about generation on every plane, closer to Taoist yin and yang

than to biology.

Scripture affirms that God created humanity male and female, both in his image (Genesis
1:27). That is a statement about creatures, not about a cosmic principle inside God. The Creator is
not generated by any interaction of forces; he speaks, and things come to be.

Honor the goodness of man and woman as God’s design, and resist turning that gift

into a theory of how the universe produces itself.
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SUMMARY OF THE LENS WORK

Across all seven principles a pattern appears. The Kybalion frequently notices something real
(that the mind matters, that creation has patterns, that life has rhythms, that actions have
consequences). Its error lies in what it builds on those observations: an impersonal ALL in
place of a personal Lord, mental mastery in place of humble trust, and law in place of grace.

The four lenses let us keep the observation and refuse the conclusion.
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SECTION 4

Hermeneutics: Receiving What the Word
Reveals

If the Kybalion teaches a method for mastering reality, hermeneutics teaches a method for being

mastered by truth. Its principles are not secret; any careful reader can learn them. The following are

widely shared across the historic Christian church.

1.

7.

Context governs meaning. A verse means what it meant in its paragraph, book and historical

setting. Text without context becomes pretext.

. Genre shapes reading. Proverbs, poetry, prophecy, letters and narrative each communicate

differently. A proverb states how life generally works; it is not a guaranteed promise.

. Authorial intent anchors interpretation. We ask what the human author meant to

communicate to the original readers, trusting that God spoke through that intent (2 Peter 1:20-
21).

. Words carry meaning in their original languages. Hebrew and Greek word studies protect us

from importing modern meanings into ancient texts.

. Scripture interprets Scripture. Clearer passages shed light on harder ones, and no single verse

is read against the whole.

. Christ is the center. On the road to Emmaus, Jesus explained to his disciples the things

concerning himself in all the Scriptures (Luke 24:27).

The Spirit illuminates, and the community tests. Understanding is a gift of the Spirit (1
Corinthians 2:12-14), and like the Bereans, believers examine the Scriptures together to see
whether a teaching is so (Acts 17:11).

A WORKED EXAMPLE: “AS HE THINKS IN HIS HEART”

Proverbs 23:7 is often quoted, in the familiar King James wording, as proof that “you become
what you think,” very close to the Kybalion’s Mentalism. Read in context (Proverbs 23:6-8),
the verse is a warning about a stingy host. He urges you to eat and drink, but inwardly he is
counting the cost; his words and his heart do not match, and you will regret the meal. The
proverb is about discerning another person’s hidden motives, not about the creative power of

your own thoughts. Hermeneutics does not make the verse less useful. It makes it true again.
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Where philosophy and observation fit

Placing hermeneutics first does not make philosophy and observation enemies. The central saying
gives each a real task. Scripture itself commends careful observation: the sluggard is told to go to
the ant and consider its ways (Proverbs 6:6-8), and Jesus taught from birds, lilies, seeds and
weather. Paul reasoned with philosophers in Athens and even quoted their poets when they had
noticed something true (Acts 17:28). Christians across the centuries have used logic to clarify

doctrine and observation to understand creation.

What hermeneutics adds is a sense of order. Philosophy can raise good questions, but it cannot
settle questions about God that only God can answer. Observation can describe what usually
happens, but it cannot tell us what life is for. Paul warns believers not to be taken captive through
philosophy that depends on human tradition and the elemental principles of the world rather than
on Christ (Colossians 2:8). The warning is not against thinking; it is against thinking that has
forgotten its Lord. The Kybalion is a clear example: it begins with genuine observations and
philosophical intuitions, but because it treats the human mind as the final interpreter, it ends by

making that mind the master of reality.

When the order is kept, all four ways of knowing flourish. Revelation gives philosophy its first
principles. Observation tests our claims against the world God made. And wisdom, which the Bible

always treats as practical, turns the whole into a way of life.

Hebrew & Greek Word Studies

The following key terms connect the central saying to the language of Scripture.

EPUNVEVG) AG90¢

hermeéneuo logos

To interpret, translate, explain. John uses it when Word, reasoned speech, message, account. In John
translating names and terms for his readers (John 1:1 the Logos is not an impersonal principle but
1:42; 9:7). Its intensified form diermeneuo describes the eternal Son who was with God and was God.
Jesus explaining the Scriptures in Luke 24:27. The world was made by a Word who is a Person.

Interpretation, at its best, is what Jesus himself
did.
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dabar

Word, matter, thing, event. In Hebrew a dabar is
both something spoken and something that
happens. When God speaks, reality follows
(Isaiah 55:10-11). This is the deepest root of

“words shape worlds.”

gielely

chokmah

Wisdom, skill. The same word describes Bezalel’s
craftsmanship in building the tabernacle (Exodus
31:3). Biblical wisdom is practical skill in living,
and it begins with the fear of the LORD (Proverbs
1:7).

donipdle

dokimazo

To test, examine, prove by testing, like assaying
metal. Believers are to test everything and hold on
to what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21). This is the
verb of discernment.

glg * pia * €y

heis - mia - hen

One, in masculine, feminine and neuter forms.
Ephesians 4:5 uses all three: ¢f; «lpiog, pla wiotig, &v
Birrioua, one Lord (masculine), one faith
(feminine), one baptism (neuter). Every
grammatical gender is gathered into a single
oneness.
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nous

Mind, the faculty of perceiving and judging. Paul
calls for the renewal of the nous (Romans 12:2)
and says believers have the mind of Christ (1
Corinthians 2:16). The mind is not the creator of
reality, but it can be conformed to the Creator.

go(la
sophia

Wisdom. Paul names Christ himself as the
wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:24), and James
describes wisdom from above as pure, peaceable
and full of mercy (James 3:17).

IR

-

echad

One. The great confession of Israel declares that
the LORD our God, the LORD is one
(Deuteronomy 6:4). Echad can describe a unity
made of parts, as when man and woman become
“one flesh” (Genesis 2:24).
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SECTION 5

One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism

EPHESIANS 4:4-6 - INTERNATIONAL STANDARD VERSION

“There is one body and one Spirit. Likewise, you were called to the one hope

of your calling. “There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, “one God and

Father of all, who is above all, through all, and in all.

Read the whole chapter in the ISV —

The setting

Ephesians divides naturally in two. Chapters 1-3 declare what God has done: chosen, redeemed
and united Jew and Gentile in Christ. Chapters 4-6 describe how to live in light of it. The hinge is
4:1, where Paul urges believers to live worthy of the calling they have received. Verse 3 adds that
they must make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit. Unity is not something believers

manufacture; it already exists in God. Their task is to guard it.

Seven “ones”

Verses 4-6 then name the foundations of that unity, and there are exactly seven: one body, one
Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father. The list is shaped around
the Trinity: the Spirit with the body and its hope, the Lord Jesus with faith and baptism, and the

Father over all.

Set beside the Kybalion, the contrast is striking. Both offer seven. The Kybalion offers seven
principles, impersonal laws to be mastered by an initiated mind. Ephesians offers seven unities,
centered on persons to be trusted and a people to belong to. One path leads inward toward

mastery; the other leads upward toward a Lord and outward toward a family.

THE KYBALION’'S SEVEN EPHESIANS” SEVEN

Mentalism, Correspondence, Vibration, Polarity, One body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith,
Rhythm, Cause and Effect, Gender. one baptism, one God and Father.

Laws to master. Knowledge for initiates. The self A Lord to trust. Truth for all. The Father who is
ascends. above all.
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“Above all, through all, and in all”

Verse 6 is worth slowing down for, because it answers the Kybalion’s Mentalism directly. Paul says
God is above all (transcendent, distinct from creation), through all (active and sovereign in it), and
in all (present to his people). Scripture holds together what Hermetic thought tends to collapse.
God is near without being identical with everything; he is everywhere without being an

impersonal “ALL.”

Words that shape a world

The chapter that begins with seven unities goes on to talk about words. Paul wants believers to be
mature, no longer tossed back and forth by every wind of teaching (Ephesians 4:14-15). The
alternative to being blown about is not suspicion but speaking the truth in love, which causes the
body to grow. And later he instructs that no rotten word should come from our mouths, only what

builds others up and gives grace to those who hear (Ephesians 4:29).

Here is the biblical form of the brand’s conviction. Words do shape worlds: they build up a body or
tear it down. But the words that build are words anchored to one Lord. A believer who is

“sententially versed” is one whose sentences are rooted in the verses.
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SECTION 6

Wisdom Applied: Discernment in Daily Life

Most people will never read The Kybalion. Many will meet its ideas anyway, in a podcast, a social
media caption, a coaching program or a conversation with a friend. Wisdom, the fourth line of the

central saying, is the skill of responding well. Here are five practices.

1. Trace the source. When a principle is presented as ancient or universal, ask where it actually
comes from. “As above, so below” sounds timeless; it is a 1908 phrasing popularized by a

Chicago publisher.

2. Separate the observation from the conclusion. Many Hermetic sayings begin with something
true (thoughts matter; actions have consequences) and end with something unbiblical

(thoughts create reality; you get only what you earn). Keep the first; test the second.

3. Test it by the WORD. Use the hermeneutical principles in Section 4. If a teaching uses a Bible
verse, read the verse in its context, as with Proverbs 23:7. Test everything; hold on to what is

good.

4. Ask who is at the center. Does the idea lead you toward mastering life by your own mind, or
toward trusting a personal Lord? The first may help for a season; only the second can carry you

through every season.

5. Answer with grace, not alarm. People drawn to Hermetic ideas are often seeking meaning,
order and agency. Those are good desires. Speak the truth in love, and show them that the

order they seek has a Name.

A SIMPLE TEST FOR ANY PRINCIPLE

WORD: What does Scripture, read in context, say about this? Mind: Is the reasoning sound,
and does it contradict itself? Experience: What does honest observation actually show?

Wisdom: If I live by this, who will I become, and whom will I be trusting?
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CONCLUSION

Many Voices, One Foundation

This study began with two words that sound alike. Hermetic names a tradition of sealed knowledge,
revived in 1908 by a New Thought author who wrapped modern ideas in the robe of ancient Egypt.
Hermeneutic names the open discipline of hearing what God has said. One teaches the mind to

master the world; the other teaches the heart to receive the Word.

Examined fairly, the seven principles of The Kybalion are not empty. They notice real features of life:
that the mind matters, that creation has patterns, that seasons turn, that sowing leads to reaping.
But they build those observations into a system with no personal Lord, no grace, and no goal
beyond self-mastery. Ephesians answers with its own seven: one body, one Spirit, one hope, one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all. Those seven do not invite us to ascend by

our own understanding. They invite us to belong.

That is why the central saying arranges its lines as it does. Revelation sets the boundaries.
Philosophy and observation work freely inside them. Wisdom carries the result into an actual life.
Words shape worlds, and the words of many teachers will continue to shape ours. But one Word
stands above the others, judges them, and outlasts them.

Hermeneutics examines what the WORD reveals.
Philosophy explores what the mind conceives.

Observation considers what experience demonstrates.

Wisdom discerns how these understandings should influence the life we live.

ONE LORD. ONE FAITH. ONE BAPTISM. - SPEAK DELIBERATELY. LIVE
DELIBERATELY.
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